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the course of hydalid disease, the question whether or not they are
anaphylactic in nature should always be considered. That most patients
harbouring a hydatid cyst are specially sensitized is borne out by the
high percentage which give a positive intradermai reaction with hydatid
fluid.
(b) Secondary Cysts
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Rupture of a hydatid cyst or puncture by a trocar with evacuation
of the specific fluid does not necessarily cause death of the parasite;
probably it rarely does so unless followed by infection. The parasitic
elements, particularly the scolices, have such powers of persistence that
they can survive and ulti-
mately develop into new
cysts, often at a distance
from the original, this
phenomenon being usually
described as secondary
echinococcosis.
fig. 86.—Secondary cysts derived from scolices
injected with aseptic precautions into peritoneal
cavity of a rabbit
At first clinicians re-
garded all cases of multiple
cysts as due to multiple
primary infestations, but
they gradually recognized
that many were due to
secondary cyst formation
from implanted scoiices
(see Fig. 86). Even as late
as 1900, however, the view
that such highly differen-
tiated structures as scolices
could, as it were, revert
in their life-cycle ranked
with many authorities as
a biological heresy, because it seemed contrary to all the laws of the
development of the cestodes laid down by van Beneden.
Much experimental work, however, and many correlated clinical and
pathological observations have proved conclusively that such a retro-
gressive metamorphosis is not only possible but relatively common and
of great clinical importance. Recognition of this has led to great advances
in our understanding of much that was obscure in the pathology and
has put the treatment of hydatid disease on a correct basis.
Localized secondary echinococcosis
After rupture of a subcutaneous or muscular cyst a congeries of small
secondary cysts, often called seed hydatids, are commonly found in
tissue and interrmiscular planes. Of a similar nature are those cases of
post-operative or post-traumatic recurrence in the region of the original
cyst, one type of reactive daughter-cyst formation.
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